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known as a Gleason score. The 
scores range from 6 to 10, with 
8, 9 and 10 prostate cancers 
behaving more aggressively. 
Biden’s office said his score 
was 9, suggesting his cancer 
is among the most aggressive.

When prostate cancer 
spreads to other parts of the 
body, it often spreads to the 
bones. Metastasized cancer is 
much harder to treat than lo-
calized cancer because it can 
be hard for drugs to reach all 
the tumors and completely root 
out the disease.

However, when prostate can-
cers need hormones to grow, 
as in Biden’s case, they can be 
susceptible to treatment that 
deprives the tumors of hor-
mones.

Outcomes have improved 
in recent decades and patients 
can expect to live with meta-
static prostate cancer for four 

or five years, said Dr. Matthew
Smith of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Brigham Cancer Center.

“It’s very treatable, but not 
curable,” Smith said. “Most
men in this situation would be 
treated with drugs and would
not be advised to have either
surgery or radiation therapy.”

Many political leaders sent
Biden their wishes for his re-
covery.

President Donald Trump, a
longtime political opponent, 
posted on social media that he 
was saddened by the news and
“we wish Joe a fast and suc-
cessful recovery.”

Biden’s vice president, Ka-
mala Harris, said on social
media that she was keeping
him in her family’s “hearts and
prayers during this time.”

“Joe is a fighter — and I
know he will face this chal-
lenge with the same strength,
resilience, and optimism that
have always defined his life
and leadership,” Harris wrote.
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By Sarah Raza  
and Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

A 25-year-old man the FBI 
believes was responsible for an 
explosion that ripped through 
a Southern California fertility 
clinic left behind “anti-pro-
life” writings before carrying 
out an attack investigators are 
calling an act of terrorism, au-
thorities said Sunday.

Guy Edward Bartkus of 
Twentynine Palms, Califor-
nia, was identified by the FBI 
as the suspect in the apparent 
car bomb detonation Satur-
day that damaged the clinic 
in the upscale city of Palm 
Springs in the desert east of 
Los Angeles.

Investigators said Bark-
tus died in the blast, which 
a senior FBI official called 
possibly the “largest bomb-
ing scene that we’ve had in 
Southern California.” A body 
was found near a charred ve-
hicle outside the clinic.

Bartkus attempted to lives-

tream the explosion, and left 
behind writings that commu-
nicated “nihilistic ideations” 
that were still being examined 
to determine his state of mind, 
said Akil Davis, the assistant 
director in charge of the FBI’s 
Los Angeles field office. The 
writings seemed to indicate 
anti-natalist views, which hold 
that people should not continue 

to procreate. U.S. Attorney 
Bilal “Bill” Essayli, the top 
federal prosecutor in the area, 
called the message “anti-pro-
life.”

“This was a targeted attack 
against the IVF facility,” Davis 
said Sunday. “Make no mis-
take: we are treating this, as 
I said yesterday, as an inten-
tional act of terrorism.”

Authorities: Suspect in fertility 
clinic bombing left behind notes

The Associated Press
Damage to a building is seen after an explosion in 
Palm Springs, Calif., on Saturday.

By Kevin Freking  
and Lisa Mascaro
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WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans advanced their 
massive tax cut and border 
security package out of a key 
House committee during a 
rare Sunday night vote as 
deficit hawks who blocked 
the measure two days earlier 
reversed course after gaining 
commitments on the pack-
age’s spending cuts.

Speaker Mike Johnson met 
with Republican lawmakers 
shortly before the meeting, 
telling reporters that the 

changes agreed to were “just 
some minor modifications. 
Not a huge thing.”

Democrats on the panel 
pressed for more details about 
the changes that Republicans 
had agreed to in the private 
negotiations. But Rep. Jodey 
Arrington, the chairman of 
the House Budget Commit-
tee, said he could not do so.

“Deliberations continue at 
this very moment,” Arrington 
said. “They will continue on 
into the week, and I suspect 
right up until the time we put 
this big, beautiful bill on the 
floor of the House.”

The first time Republicans 

tried advancing the bill out 
of the House Budget Com-
mittee, deficit hawks joined 
with Democratic lawmakers 
in voting against reporting the 
measure to the full House. Five 
Republicans voted no, one on 
procedural grounds, the other 
four voicing concerns about the 
bill’s impact on federal budget 
deficits.

On Sunday evening, the four 
voicing concerns about the bill’s 
impact on the deficit voted pres-
ent, and the measure passed by 
a vote of 17-16.

Johnson is looking to put the 
bill on the House floor before 
the end of the week.

Trump’s big bill advances 
in rare weekend vote

By Josh Boak
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent 
acknowledged Sunday that 
Walmart, the largest U.S. re-
tailer, may pass along some 
of the costs from President 
Donald Trump’s tariffs to its 
shoppers through higher prices.

Bessent described his call 
with the company’s CEO a day 
after Trump warned Walmart 
to avoid raising prices from the 
tariffs at all and vowed to keep 
a close watch on what it does.

As doubts persist about 
Trump’s economic leadership, 
Bessent pushed back against 
inflation concerns, praised the 

uncertainty caused by Trump
as a negotiating tactic for trade 
talks and dismissed the down-
grade Friday of U.S. govern-
ment debt by Moody’s Ratings.

Yet Walmart does not appear
prepared to “eat the tariffs” in 
full, as Trump has insisted the
company and China would do.

Bessent said he spoke Satur-
day with Walmart CEO Doug 
McMillon, stressing in two
news show interviews that
what he thought really mat-
tered for Walmart customers 
was the decline in gasoline 
prices. Gas is averaging
roughly $3.18 a gallon, down
from a year ago but also higher 
over the past week, according
to AAA.

Treasury chief says tariffs 
may mean Walmart 
shoppers pay more

Reward 
increased for 
capture of 
escaped inmates

NEW ORLEANS, La. — 
Officials have increased the 
reward for the capture of 
seven inmates who escaped 
from a New Orleans jail by 
fleeing through a hole behind 
a toilet. 

FBI Special Agent Jona-
than Trapp said Sunday seven 
of the 10 men are still at 
large, and the FBI is offering 
$10,000 per inmate. 

He said he believes mem-
bers of the public may be 
aiding the men. 

They range in age from 19 
to 42 and face a variety of 
charges including aggravated 
assault, domestic abuse bat-
tery and murder.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Department 
may drop 
Boeing criminal 
prosecution

The Justice Department 
may drop its criminal prose-
cution of Boeing for allegedly 
misleading U.S. regulators 
about the 737 Max jetliner be-
fore two of the planes crashed 
and killed 346 people. 

The department said in a 
Saturday court filing that two 
representatives had told the 
families of some crash vic-
tims about a potential pretrial 
resolution that would involve 
dismissing the criminal fraud 
charge against the aerospace 
company. 

The Justice Department 
said no decision had been 
made and it is giving the 
family members more time to 
weigh in. 

A federal judge in Texas 
has set the case for trial start-
ing June 23. 

An attorney for many of 
the families says his clients 
strongly oppose dropping the 
criminal case.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


